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At the Annual Meeting of the Association of the 
Alumni, held July 16th, 1857, it was unanimously 
“ Voted, That the President of the Association be 
authorized to appoint a Committee to take into con- 
sideration the state of the College Library, and devise 
adequate means for its increase, maintenance, and ad- 
ministration.” 

In accordance with this vote, the following persons 
were appointed by the President, with power to fill 
vacancies, to increase their own number, and to report 
progress at the next annual meeting of the Association. 



COMMITTEE. 



THOMAS G. CARY, 

SAMUEL D. BRADFORD, 
CALEB CUSHING, 

GEORGE B. EMERSON, 
WINSLOW LEWIS, 
NATHANIEL I. BOWDITCH, 
EDWARD WIGGLESWORTH, 
EMORY WASHBURN, 
GEORGE S. BOUTWELL, 
GEORGE S. HILLARD, 
THOMAS G. APPLETON, 
NATHANIEL B. SHURTLEFF, 



SAMUEL OSGOOD, 

HENRY J. GARDNER, 
GEORGE LIVERMORE, 
CHARLES DEANE, 

HENRY A. WHITNEY, 
FRANCIS E. PARKER, 
LEVERETT SALTONSTALL, 
T. BIGELOW LAWRENCE, 
MARTIN BRIMMER, 

HENRY G. DENNY, 

PETER C. BROOKS, Jk., 
KNYVETT W. SEARS. 
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The Committee, having received notice of their ap- 
pointment, met at the house of the Chairman, May 
20th, 1858, and after consultation it was 

“Voted, That a Sub-Committee, consisting of the 
Chairman, with Messrs. Lewis, Denny, Whitney, and 
Lawrence, be appointed to inquire into the present 
state of the College Library, and report its exigencies 
at a future meeting.” 

The Sub-Committee visited the Library at Cambridge 
on the following day, and were there met by President 
Walker, several of the Professors, and the Librarians; 
and after conferring with those gentlemen on its present 
state, they requested the Professors to furnish them with 
statements in writing of the deficiencies in their several 
departments, and desired the Librarians likewise to give 
more general statements of what is needed. 

Statements having been furnished, a meeting of the 
General Committee was held on the 3d of July, in the 
Hall of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences in 
Boston, when the Sub-Committee made a verbal report, 
accompanied by the written statements mentioned, which 
were read. Whereupon, it was 

“Voted, That the documents be referred back to the 
Sub-Committee, with instructions to prepare a report to 
be presented to the Association of the Alumni at their 
next annual meeting.” 

A committee of finance, consisting of Messrs. Whitney 
and Denny, with the Chairman, was accordingly ap- 
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pointed to provide the means for printing such report, 
with such parts of the written statements referred to as 
it might be thought expedient to publish. 

The subscribers, therefore, in behalf of the whole Com- 
mittee, beg leave to present the following 

REPORT. 

The need of some vigorous effort in aid of the Library 
of Harvard College may be shown in few words. It con- 
sists of about seventy thousand volumes, intended for 
the use of Professors, Tutors, and Students of all grades. 
To keep this Library furnished with such new works as 
are annually produced in the various departments of 
literature and science, the income derived from invested 
funds amounts scarcely to five hundred dollars per an- 
num, and of this sum two thirds are specially appro-, 
priated to two departments only, leaving, for the supply 
of all the others, less than one hundred and fifty dollars 
of regular income, with only so much in addition as 
can be saved, after paying incidental expenses, out of an 
allowance, necessarily very moderate, from the general 
funds of the College. The sum remaining the last year 
from this source, for the purchase of new books, was 
only five hundred and twenty-seven dollars. 

The Library is here spoken of without reference to the 
collections of books for the Medical, Divinity, and Law 
Schools, which, taken collectively with this, constitute 
1 * 
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the Library of the University, and amount, in all, to one 
hundred and twelve thousand volumes, making' the lar- 
gest library in the United States, — a distinction which 
will soon be forfeited unless something efficient be 
speedily done ; while it may be questioned, even now, 
whether, if tried by the test of real value, it is entitled 
to hold the first place in the list of our public libraries. 

The Astor Library of New York contains already ten 
thousand volumes more than that of Harvard College 
proper, all of them recently selected with special refer- 
ence to the several branches of literature and science 
which it was intended to complete ; while a large fund 
is understood to remain, yielding a great income an- 
nually, for further purchases. This is mentioned in no 
spiiit of rivalry, either for our College or State, except- 
ing that which rejoices for the whole country in the 
progress of intelligence, let it proceed from what quarter 
it may, and which looks with pleasure on every new 
standard for increased exertion, even when raised by 
others who become foremost in generous emulation. 

But the deficiencies consequent on the lack of means 
at Cambridge for keeping a large library even with the 
age — an age so fertile in the products of intellect and so 
progressive as the present — are painfully felt ; and they 
are so forcibly stated in the documents which accom- 
pany this Report, that the Committee need say but little 
more, in order to present the exigencies of the case, than 
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earnestly to ask the attention of the Alumni and the 
friends of learning to the language of the President, the 
Professors, and the Librarians of Harvard, in the follow- 
ing communications on this subject. 

The Professor in the department of Moral and Intel- 
lectual Philosophy and Political Economy tells the Com- 
mittee : “ The sciences which I am expected to teach are 
progressive sciences. Every year, almost every month, 
something new respecting them appears from the Eng- 
lish, French, and German press. The professor is ex- 
pected to keep abreast with the advancing tide, to know 
the latest word which has been uttered in the philoso- 
phy of human nature. How is this possible, considering 
that he has no private fortune, and that his salary is a 
very moderate one % It is hardly fair to expect him to 
buy books out of his scanty income ; but I believe my 
own private collection is considerably richer in recent 
works than the public Library.” 

At the close of one of the letters addressed to the 
Committee is the following : — 

“ P. S. At the suggestion of the Librarian, I add, by 
way of illustration of the state of one department of the 
Library, that for two years past I have spent more than 
one quarter of my salary in the purchase of books 
which I felt were indispensable to me as a teacher, 
nearly all of which are wanting in the Library. I state 
this merely for the information of the Committee, re- 
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questing- that the circumstance may not be mentioned 
in connection with my name.” 

It will appear from the following letters, that similar 
wants exist in History, in Belles-Lettres, in Bibliogra- 
phy, in Philology, and in nearly every department of the 
Library; and while the Scientific School is not yet even 
partially provided, as the other Schools of the TJniver- 
sity have been, with a library specially adapted to its 
purposes, the students there can find but little benefit 
m resorting to that of the College for recent works 
on Engineering, Chemistry, or Geology. 

The able and full statement of the wants in Bibliog- 
raphy, lying as it does at the bottom of all other wants 
m books, as presented by Mr. Abbot, who is charged 
with that department, and with the Library Catalogue, 
deserves particular attention. 

Under these circumstances, it seems essential to the 
success of any plan that may be devised for the increase 
and maintenance of the Library of Harvard College, that 
its present condition with reference to the advance of 
the age should be made known, and urged on the atten- 
tion of the Alumni and the community. The Com 
mittee suppose that they take a step toward improve- 
ment by presenting a statement of the case, and furnish- 
ing the means for its wide diffusion in a more durable 
form than publication in daily papers, although impor- 
tant aid in that way has been rendered by the liberality 
of several editors, and might stiU be relied on. 
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If the picture presented be so dark as to appear inju- 
rious to our College when compared with others, it is to 
be remembered that the nature of our wants is proof in 
itself of an extensive collection already made. 

The Annual Report of the Committee on the Library 
for the year 1856, made to the Board of Overseers of 
the College by Hon. Emory Washburn, chairman of 
the Committee, contains the following very appropriate 
remarks : — 

“ In judging of the Library and its wants and defi- 
ciencies, your Committee would not be so unreasonable 
as to institute a comparison between the number of 
volumes it contains and those of the principal libraries 
in the Old World. We may never hope to rival, if, 
indeed, it were desirable to do so, the accumulations 
which royal munificence or governmental bounty may 
have gathered ' in a long course of years. Nor should 
we count a library as intrinsically of little value, 
because it failed to approximate to those of Paris, or 
Munich, or Petersburg, or the British Museum. It 
may, from the character of the works it contains, and 
the wants it is designed to supply, be everything that 
could be desired in one state of things, though wholly 
inadequate and unsatisfactory in another. 

“The intrinsic value and distinguished character of 
many of the works of which the University Library is 
composed, as well as the munificence of its private con- 
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In the communication of the President there is an 
important suggestion of assistance that may be had, by 
enlisting the partialities of those who have special pref- 
erences in the pursuits of science or literature to pro- 
vide for their favorite branches. And in the communi- 
cation of the Librarian, Mr. Sibley, the importance of 
attention m saving what might seem of little value, and 
making even small contributions, is clearly shown. 

The inquiries of the Committee have led them to view 
the subject as one of such importance as calls for the 
exertions of the whole body of the Alumni; and again 
referring to the documents annexed, they recommend it 
to the renewed attention of the Association. 

As a plan for present action, and to provide means 
until a permanent fund can be established, it is recom- 
mended that a standing committee of the Alumni be 
appointed, with power, in the name of the Association, to 
solicit annual subscriptions in moderate sums, payable 
for a term of years, or until discontinued on notice. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

Por the Committee. 

THOMAS G. CARY, 

WINSLOW LEWIS, 

HENRY G. DENNY, 

HENRY A. WHITNEY, 

T. BIGELOW LAWRENCE. 
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more: and that those ten years have been a period of great 
activity in this branch of inquiry. 

I understand that the Committee would like to be fur- • 
inshed, from each department, with an estimate of the prob- 
able annual expenditure required to keep it up to a reasonable 
supp y. ny such estimate must be highly conjectural, con- 
sidering that we have not only to meet the demands of the 
cunent hour, but to supply past omissions. The usual fate 
of poverty pursues us here. Not having been able to buy as 
we should, we must buy as we can. For books that have 
become scarce by mere lapse of time, procrastination must 
pay a premium. Some of the large collections which we 
have not improved an opportunity to procure at first cost, it 

be f ® Cult t0 complete at any cost. To be economical, 
we must be above indigence. 

I do not think that so wide, so miscellaneous, and so neg- 
lected a department, can be kept decently along fo, less than 
five hundred dollars a year. To maintain it liberally, one 
thousand dollars does not seem an extravagant sum. 

Which is respectfully submitted by 

Your obedient servant, 

HENRY W. TORREY. 



V. Statement op Professor Lowell, op the Depart- 
ment of Modern Languages and Polite Litera- 
ture. 



Cambridge, 1th June, 1858. 

My dear Sir: — 

In answer to your inquiry as to deficiencies in the Library, 
so far as my own department is concerned, I could not with- 
out useless trouble enter into details. 

In Belles-Lettres, a good deal has been done by Pro- 
fessor Child to supply glaring deficiencies, as far as English 



21 



is concerned, but in all the Modem Languages the wants are 
such as are discreditable to the library of a university. There 
are absolutely none of the later German authors, — forex- 
ample, nothing of Heine, Auerbach, Griin, Lenau ; in Trench, 
nothing of modern criticism ; in Italian (except a few volumes 
of the Wales Collection), nothing recent, not even of such 
men as Leopardi, Gioberti, and Cantu. To enumerate all 
that are wanting would be to copy the booksellers lists of 
the last twenty years. 

I sincerely trust that the present movement will end in en- 
dowing the Library permanently with a fund large enough to 
keep it something more than merely not out at elbows. 

I remain very truly yours, 

J. R. LOWELL. 

J. L. Sibley, Esq. 



VI. Statement of Professor Lane, of the Latin De- 
partment. 

Cambridge , June 8th, 1858. 

Hon. Thomas G. Cary. 

Sir : — 

In answer to your request to state the wants of the Library 
in the department of Latin, I would first remark, that many 
valuable books were added from the fund subscribed in 1842. 
Since that time, occasional additions have been made, but no 
systematic attempt has been made to keep up with the publi- 
cations of the day. 

The Latin department of the Library is therefore sixteen 
years behindhand. The scholar of 1842 found his wants tol- 
erably well supplied. The scholar of 1858 will seek in vain 
for the various philological, linguistic, archaeological, and 
historical works which the unremitting activity of the past 
sixteen years has produced. He must either be contented to 
go back to 1842, or he must supply his wants from some other 
quarter. 



